
 

AGENCY BUDGET OVERVIEW 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
Becky Bruso, Analyst 

NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCIES  
INCLUDE: 
 
• Department of Natural Resources  
• Department of Agriculture and Food  
• School and Institutional Trust Lands  

Administration  
• Utah State Fair Corporation  
• Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office  
 
Mission:  Conserve, protect, and develop Utah’s natural re-
sources and agriculture, and effectively manage school and insti-
tutional trust lands 

MAJOR ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND SERVICES 
(Headings include funding in Governor’s recommendations) 
 
Wildlife Resources (DWR) - $70.8 million 
• Rehabilitated more than 280,000 acres of fire-ravaged land, 

including reseeding 147,000 acres burned by the catastro-
phic Milford Flat Fire 

• Implemented an education and boat-decontamination pro-
gram to prevent/contain quagga and zebra mussels 

• Completed reconstruction for three of the ten State hatcher-
ies which increased trout production and resulted in ap-
proximately 7,049,000 fish being stocked in Utah waters 

 
Parks and Recreation (Parks) - $32.1 million   
• Certified more than 5,000 Utah children in off-highway 

vehicle and personal watercraft education safety programs 
• Nationally recognized as one of the top three state park 

systems for excellence in public and private partnerships, 
long-range planning, resource management, preservation, 
and technological integration 

 
Forestry, Fire, and State Lands (FFSL) - $15.3 million   
• Responded to 561 fires that burned 23,231 acres - a signifi-

cant decrease from recent fire seasons 
• Established 13 community wildfire protection plans, com-

pleted 3,340 acres of hazardous fuels reduction projects, 
and finished 15 of approximately 75 ongoing projects 

 
Oil, Gas, and Mining (OGM) - $12.3 million   
• Processed 1,272 drilling applications and inspected more 

than 7,000 active oil and gas wells during the highest oil-
producing year in a decade, with 19.5 million barrels of oil 
being produced, and natural gas setting an all-time record of 
385 billion cubic feet  

 
Agriculture and Food (Agriculture) - $22.8 million  
• Developed the Invasive Species Mitigation Fund and 

awarded $2.0 million to rangeland improvement projects to 
reduce wildland fires, which positively impact the environ-
ment, public safety and the agricultural economy 

• Reduced the Japanese beetle by 95 percent in central Orem 
by implementing a comprehensive turf and leaf treatment 
program based on community support and involvement 

    
Trust Lands Administration (SITLA) - $10.3 million   
• Increased gross revenues 6.2 percent to $1.08 billion in  

FY 2008 
• Distributed $26.6 million to Utah schools, an increase of  

7.0 percent from FY 2007 
 
Utah State Fair Corporation (Fairpark) - $4.3 million   
• Increased attendance at the 2008 fair 4.0 percent over the 

prior year, for a total of 327,100 attendees 
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Where Will My Taxes and Fees  
Go for Natural Resources? 

(Total FY 2010 Operational Funding is $202,134,400) 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: GOVERNOR’S GOALS AND INITIATIVES 
(See itemized table for full list of recommendations) 

General Fund and Total Funds  
in Natural Resources Agencies 

M
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Trust Lands Gross Revenue Increase 

Increase visitation to Utah state parks 
• Fund statewide electrical infrastructure needs and 

inflationary utility costs with $500,000 ongoing and 
$500,000 supplemental restricted funds 

• Address maintenance needs of boat docks at state 
park marinas with $50,000 ongoing restricted funds 

• Remove the cap on funds appropriated to Utah 
State Parks and Recreation from the Fuel Tax 
Revenues to increase law enforcement and  
education for OHV users 

 
Continue to manage wildlife predators 
• Control wolf populations on state lands and miti-

gate impacts of wolves on private property with 
$32,000 one-time restricted funds  

 
Protect Utah’s lakes 
• Continue planning for environmental and industrial 

impacts surrounding Utah Lake and the Great Salt 
Lake and costs associated with Lake Commission 
memberships with $60,000 ongoing restricted funds  

 
Increase revenue generation of school trust lands  
• Continue development projects and earn maximum 

return on investments with $2,295,000 one-time 
restricted funds 

• Coordinate with the Public Lands Coordinating 
Council to help counties resolve RS 2477 claims 
involving trust land with $46,400 ongoing restricted 
funds 

 
Continue to prevent and fight forest fires 
• Reimburse FY 2008 fire costs, which exceeded 

budgets, with $4,000,000 supplemental General 
Fund  
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  Budget Recommendations - Natural Resources 

*Projects include funding from Watershed, Rangeland Improvement, Invasive Species Mitigation, 
Fire restoration, and private contributions 
**Projected estimates as of November 2008 
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PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE INTENT LANGUAGE 

FY 2010 Proposed Legislative Intent 
 
Agriculture and Food 
 
• Funds for Resource Conservation are nonlapsing. 
 
• The Soil Conservation Districts will submit an-

nual reports documenting supervisory expenses 
to the Governor's Office of Planning and 
Budget, the Office of the Legislative Fiscal Ana-
lyst,  and the Soil Conservation Commission. 

 
• Auction Market Veterinarian funds are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds collected for registration under the Utah 

Wholesome Food Act and Weights & Measures 
Act are nonlapsing. 

 
• Predatory Animal Control funds are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for grants to charitable organizations 

specified under Section 57-18-3, UCA or held by 
Agriculture, will be used for purchase of conser-
vation easements for agricultural protection.  
These funds are nonlapsing. 

 
• Funds for Organic Certification are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Agricultural Inspection are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for the Grain Inspection program are 

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Soil Conservation District elections are 

nonlapsing and will be spent only during even-
numbered years when elections take place. 

 
Natural Resources 
 
• Funds for the Bear Lake Commission are to be 

expended only as a one-to-one match with funds 
from the State of Idaho.  

 
• The remaining balance in DNR ISF 6750 may be 

appropriated to DNR Administration.  
 
• Funds in the Sovereign Land Management  

Account are nonlapsing. 
 

 
 
 
• Appropriations to the Minerals Regulatory program 

are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Parks’ capital budget are nonlapsing. 
 
• Mineral Lease funds and Exchange Lands funds are 

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for the Division of Water Rights are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Up to $500,000 of the DWR budget may be used for 

big-game depredation expense.  Half of these funds 
will be from the General Fund Restricted - Wildlife 
Resources Account and half from General Fund.  
These funds are nonlapsing.  

 
• Funds for the Wildlife Habitat Account are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Contributed Research funds are nonlapsing. 
 
• Cooperative Environmental Studies funds are 

nonlapsing. 
 
• DWR capital budget funds are nonlapsing. 
 
• DWR is authorized to not lapse $140,000 to be used 

to pay for Livestock Damage. Of these funds, $50,000 
will be from the General Fund Restricted - Wildlife 
Resources Account and $90,000 from  
General Fund.  

 
Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 
 
• Funds for the Public Lands Policy Coordinating  

Office are nonlapsing. 
 
Utah State Fair 
 
• Funds for the Utah State Fair Corporation are 

nonlapsing. 
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FY 2009 Proposed Legislative Intent 
 
Agriculture and Food 
 
• Funds in Resource Conservation are nonlapsing. 
 
• The Soil Conservation Districts will submit annual 

reports documenting supervisory expenses to the 
Governor's Office of Planning and Budget, the 
Office of the Legislative Fiscal Analyst,  and the 
Soil Conservation Commission. 

 
• Auction Market Veterinarian funds are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds collected for registration under the Utah 

Wholesome Food Act and Weights & Measures 
Act are nonlapsing. 

 
• Predatory Animal Control funds are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for grants to charitable organizations speci-

fied under Section 57-18-3, UCA or held by Agri-
culture, will be used for purchase of conservation 
easements for agricultural protection.  These funds 
are nonlapsing. 

 
• Funds for Organic Certification are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Agricultural Inspection are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Grain Inspection are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Soil Conservation District elections are 

nonlapsing and will be spent only during even-
numbered years when elections take place. 

 
 
 

 
 
Natural Resources 
 
• The Department of Natural Resources is authorized 

to not lapse $2,000,000 for watershed development. 
 
• Funds in the Sovereign Land Management Account 

are nonlapsing. 
 
• Appropriations to the Minerals Regulatory program 

are nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for Parks’ capital budget are nonlapsing. 
 
• Mineral Lease funds and Exchange Lands funds are 

nonlapsing. 
 
• Water Resources is authorized to not lapse $142,000 

to be used for computer equipment and software, 
employee training and incentives, equipment and sup-
plies, printing and binding, and special projects and 
studies. 

 
• Funds for the Division of Water Rights are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Funds for the Wildlife Habitat Account are  

nonlapsing. 
 
• Contributed Research funds are nonlapsing. 
 
• Cooperative Environmental Studies funds are 

nonlapsing. 
 
• DWR capital budget funds are nonlapsing. 
 
Public Lands Policy Coordinating Office 
 
• Funds for the Public Lands Policy Coordinating  

Office are nonlapsing. 
 

  Budget Recommendations - Natural Resources 
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State of Utah  FY 2010 Budget Recommendations 

Internal Service Funds 
 
 DNR includes one internal service fund 
(ISF) that provides products and services to the 
department and other state agencies on a cost-
reimbursement basis.  It accounts for the cost of 
certain governmental services in order to avoid 
duplication of effort among agencies and provide 
savings statewide.  

ISF Description Estimated Revenue FTE Recommended Capital Outlay  
Recommended 

Warehouse $814,300 
 

2.0 $0 

 

 ISF agencies must receive legislative approval 
for rates charged to agencies, capital acquisitions, and 
full-time equivalent positions (FTEs).  For FY 2010 the 
rates, FTEs, and capital outlay authorizations are indi-
cated in the following table.   
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